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G. BILLINGS, PRINTER, MILFORD. — ; Mendon Historical’ Society 


Milford Journal-December 20, 1901 
MILFORD & UXBRIDGE CARS NOW RUNNING. 
New Line Through Mendon Was Formally Opened Yesterday Afternoon 


Yesterday marked a new-.epock in the history of old mother Mendon, 
when the Milford & Uxbridge Street Railway Co. Rp er te ane line and 
commenced running cars on schedule time, 


For years, the citizens of Mendon, who have never had connection 
with the outside world, have lived in the hope of seeing electric 
cars run through their rural village, and this hope is at last 
gratified. 


Uxbridge people, too, were delighted beyond expression when they saw 
the first car bowling into the square, but their pleasure was not to 
be compared to that of Mendon's old settlers, many of whom had never 
seen an electric before. It is not to be wondered at then that the 
whole population of Msndon turned out en masse yesterday afternoon 
and greeted the first car with salvos of cheers, firing of guns, 
booming of cannon and other evidences of joy and gladness, 


The town was prepared for the event for days and was gaily attired, 
nearly every house being decorated with bunting and flags and its 
citizens dressed in their best and out on the streets to shout and 
cheer. 


At. 1:05 o'clock a special car with Conductor W.F. Cozzens in charge, 
Motorman F.R. Tobey ift the front vestibule, General Manager E.W. Goss 
handling the controller and brake, left Music Hall square for Uxbridge 
with the following invited guests on board: 
Dr. George P. Cooke, A. A. Jenkins and J. F. 
Hickey, selectmen of Milford; H. D. Bowker, 
president of the Milford board of trade; 

D. C. Leahy of the Milford Daily News, C. 
A. Blaisdell of the Milford Daily Journal, 
Ge M. Billings and E. E. Holbrook of the 
Milford Gazette, Geo. R. Grayson of the 
Worcester Telegram, and G. B. Williams, 
Esqe,, Je P. Remick, Miss Helen I. Pond, 
stenographer for General Manager Goss, MrSe 
FP. A. Bixby and Little Helen Bixby. 


The car waw decorated with flags and,, with 
those on board cheering and waving hats 
and handkerchiefs, it pulled out, leaving 
an interested group of men, boys and women 
on the sidewalk. 


Right 
Pictured on the _1 is car #30 of the 
Milford and Uxbridge Street Railway, taken 
somewhere in the Caryville or West Medway 
area. The motorman is Rodney Tyler. 
Sign on the side of car reads, Caryville 
"Ww. Medway.and Medway. 


At Hopedale the . = 

party was’ joined = MILFORD, Mass. Car Barn of the Milford and Uxbridge Street, Railway Co. 568 
by Town Clerk ef bys 
W. H. Jordan and: 
S.- A. Andrew, 

the Hopedale 
Selectmen being 
alI out of town. | 
The immense plant 
of the Draper Co. 
having been pas» 
sed, the end of 
the Milford, 
Holliston & Fra- 
mingham line, 
over: which the 
car had so far 
passed,, was 
reached,, and the 
party struck on 
to the Milford 

& Uxbridge road 
proper, immediately crossing the wide iron bridge over MilI River, next 
erossing the Grafton & Upton railIway track and thence entering the 
#oods, just north of Bancroft Park. 


Right here the road passes over. a long fill, perhaps 75 feet deep and 
500 feet long, and thence goes through a deep cut, where one can see 
the solid rock on each side of the track from I0 to 30 feet high for 

a distance of 150 feet. The road then climbs Neck hill, at the summit 
of which it crosses the old “Eight=-rod road," so old that history is 
not clear about the time of its being built, and along which are cellar 
holes where homes of the earliest settlers in this, the Nipmuck country, 
once stood. 


The car now slides down a steep grade to the valley through which pas- 
ses Muddy brook, and then begins another steep climb into Mendon town, 

me entering North 
Avenue at a point 
near the historic 
old Torrey place, 
Continuing down 
the avenue toward 
the center, the 
car passed the old 
mansion, once the: 
home of Minister 
Doggett, whose 
rugged christianity 
a Was’ taught in Men- 
don from 1818 to 1830 
I830, when he was 
succeeded by the > 
more liberal Adin 
BalIou, who later 
with a few friends 
established the 
Hopedale community. 


= = ‘Draper Company's Works, Hopedale, Mass. 


Just beyond the four corners, where the watering trough now stands, 
the Dudley tavern was passed. Next the party passed the Mendon Town hall. 
Here were I50 school children cheering,, and. waving flags, while the chapel 
bell blended its tones with the heavier ones of the Unitarian church, @ 
little farther along. At every house along the route flags and bunting 
were displayed. Julius George, a prominent citizen, took a snapshot of 
the party at Town house corner. In front of the Unitarian church stood . 
Alderman Cook with his trusty double-barrelled shot gun, making the air 
resound with shots in quick succession, and as happy as a child with a 
Christmas toy. 


Opposite the soldiers’ monument, presented to Mendon by Austin Wood, 
was Frank. Taft and his cannon, and a little further on, Henry Brown was 
having a lot of fun with a double-barrel shot gun. Climbing to the sum- 
mit of the hill, the party passed the home of A. N. Darling, a wealthy 
jewelry manufacturer of BrookIyn. This house was formerly the home of 
Hon. Jonathan RusselI, an attache of the United States embassy at Paris: 
about 1820, and the large field surronding it was the training ground 
for revolutionary soldiers, 


The road from this point to Nipmuck pond or Lake Mendon, as it is 
now. called, is mainly through private land. At Lake Mendon, a pretty 
little rustic 
waiting room has 
been built and 
directly opposite 
is a storage bat- 
tery power station, 
Here the party 
was joined by 
Obediah Hill, an 
old settler, and 
the second heav- 
iest man in Mendon. 


Soon the car 
was over the line 
into Uxbridge, go- 
ing by the home of 
the late Brizail 
Willard. The road 


The Waiting Station, Lake Nipmue Park, Mendon, Mass. : ; | ae gpa tial 
era River and enters 
Wheelocksville, 


then on by the residence of Silas Wheelock, always a friend of the pro- 
motor of the road, who didn't live to see the first car run. He conduc-— 
ted the milI at Wheelocksville more than 50 years, and it was his son 
who yesterday gave 40 Uxbridge school children a free ride to Milford and 
return over the new road, a treat which they greatly enjoyed. 


The party next passed over the Blackstone River and then into Uxbridge 
Center, crossing the old Blackstone Canal, discontinued in 1847 ch the 
building of the Providence & Worcester Railroad. 


At the end of the road the party left the car and, having been told 


by Manager Goss that they had 45 minutes in which to look. around, pupcgaces 
to the public Library, given to Uxbridge by Edward C. Thayer. 


y 


Thanks to information and pictures donated by E. J. Coleman, Lib- 
rarian, Mendon Historical Society for the beautiful story of the first 
pee aeey, ride in Mendon. We didn't use all of the information provided 
but we're sure of the amount of work that she ee into compiling all of 
the information. 


To Hilda Thayer, member of the Bellingham Historical Commission we 
thank for the news clipping and picture of the Bellingham segment of this 
story. Mrs. Thayer has saved the clipping that her mother had cut: from 
the local newspaper and we copied it intact. 


For the trolley buffs in the a#rea we also have the following info regards 
the line through Bellingham Center. First car run Sept. 6, 1900, last 
car Oct. 3, 1924, rails taken up Sept. 1, 1925. 


An attempt will be made here to follow the route taken by the Iine 
through Bellingham. : —, . 


Line began in 
Woonsocket at the 
Carbarn of the 
Milford, Attlebo- 
rough and Woon- 
socket Street Rail- 
way Co. This buil- | 
ding still stands 
along Diamond Hill 
Road and is now the 
store occupied by | 
Replacement Parts 
Co. The line then 
travelled ina | 
northerly Pg Meu 
along Pulaski. Blvd. 
leaving that road 
at Brisson St. 
travelling behind 
the Blackwood Auto 
body shop; to. Lizotte Drive which is the old trolley right of way. It then 
travels thmsengls the old Scott Cemetary, crosses Center St. and along Park 
St. to the Burr property, crossing that land and under the old railroad 
bed behind the Pumping Stations near Silver Lake, Crossing Cross St. at 
the home of Lee Fleuette, and along Blackmar St. disappearing into the 
gravel pit and emerging again on South Maple St. near the site of the 
present town dump. It then went to Bellingham Four corners, (Route 140 
and Maple St.) so named because of the four directions the tracks took 
at this location. North to Caryville, South to Woonsocket, West to Milford 
and East to Frankdin. Our line in Bellingham now went first to the left 
along route 140, through Bellingham Center and then disappeared into the 
woods near the Desmarais residence. The old bed can be seen very well at 
this location. It then crossed under the old railroad bed, went through 
the woods and emerged again at 140 at the Bellingham and Mendon Town line. 
The northerly segment from the four corners only went as far as Olbrys 
store on Maple St. not being allowed to cross the tracks belonging to the 
New Haven Railroad. At this point passengers had to transfer to the cars 
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Saturday, November 8, 1969 


. ‘(American cities made a serious mistake when they permitted the old-fash- 
ioned trolley car to disappear from the streets. So says Dr. William J. Ronan, chair- 
man of the transit authority of New York City. Present day problems might not 
be so acute if we had kept the old electric-powered trolley cars and improved 
them instead of switching over too hastily to fuel- burning buses, generating fumes, 
deadly fumes, he cries.* So let's look back to this fresh air car which carried pas- 
sengers, fumes free, over the Woonsocket, Milford, Attleboro line. It was a 13- 
bench, open car, built in Laconia, N.H. Gordon Ross is at-the controls as he switches 
over at Wampum Corner, Wrentham, waiting for the “down car.” The car. fea- 
tures a big electric headlight for safe trips back at night. However, the advertis- 
ing board on the front of the trolley: proclaims Rooms for Rent $2, but it is so 
blurred there was no telling at which end of the line they could be found. (Photo 
courtesy of the Wrentham Historical Commission, holders of the Carl L, Smith col- 
lection.) os 


— 


From the Woonsocket Call donated by Fred Rhodes 


Trolleys 

As It Looked Co Grandfather Should 
Still Be 

By A. P. Palmer Running 


BELLINGHAM'S FIRST 
TROLLEY RUN. 


SEPTEMBER 6, 1900 


It was a merry 
trolley ride Thurs- 
day morn into Milford. 
Before the dress-up 
time, invitations 
were shouted at our 
gateways to come for 
a free ride. House- 
wives left their 
baking, youngsters 
forgot to stop for 
soap and water, girls 
did not take off their 
aprons,. but our Bos-= 
tonian and his im- 
mediate party, were 
attired as befit a 
morning auting, The 
run is along fields, 
river and country 
roads, with golden- 
rod hillsides on the 
right and Mendon hills 
on the left, the view 
is lived with delight 
as the cars enter the 
highway near Bates- 
ville. Demonstrative 
were the residents 
along the line. Mor- 
ningside Greenhouse 
proprietor whirled 
his hat high in air 
and on the return 
trip took’'a snapshot 
of our car. Only a 
stone caused a 
wrinkle at the Banksic 
switch near South Mil~ 
ford, by putting the 
car off the track, 


which difficulty was smoothed. out in 20 minutes: "by jacks,. ties and work- 


Men « 


During the ielay the officials did everything for our convenience, 


trolley car refreshments being served. 


and was ever watchful that not a shadow of discomfort should appear. 
A high official of the M. A. & W. 


tle ones nodded, older ones chatted. 


Our Bostonian directed the singing 


Lit- 


(MILFORD, ATTLEBOUROUGH & WOONSOCKET) electric railway suggested Shippee-n¢ 


members home, 
our party for Frankdin by private conveyance, 


another representative wishing to get Thayer sooner, 
the Younge man left us for 


abandone, 


parts unknown,, while deliber=te Wiggins administered justice to Bankside 


trolley party. Earl Thayer,, 


as old. 
Bellinghamites this trolley ride. CL 


son of L.F. Thayer, was the youngest aboard 
and Martin Rockwood the oldest with his neighbor, Alanson Bates, 
Three cheers and a tiger for Mr. Shippee, of Milford who enabled 


nearly 
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Milford 


Main Street, 


“MILFORD. ON THE. MILFORD & UXBRIDGE LINE 
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LAKE NIPMUC 


A VIEW OF THE LAKE. 


WAITING FOR THE CARS AFTER A DAW AT THE PARK 


MENDON, MASS.[° 


4 a hs ENTRANCE TO LAKE NiPMUC PARK,F. 
id 


: The Laurrch Nipmuc: 


LEFT. ENTRANCE TO LAKE NIPMUC PARK 
NOTE THE TRACKS RUN RIGHT INTO 
THE PARK ITSELF. 


ABOVE. THE. LAUNCH WHICH WAS ONE OF 
| THE MANY ATTRACTIONS TO THIS 
BEAUTIFUL LAKE, 


RIGHT: END OF THE. 
LINE FOR THE TROL 
LEYS WAS THE SQUARE 
IN UXBRIDGE. 
PICTURED IS THE. 
HOTEL WINDSOR, 

NOW’ KNOWN AS THE 
UXBRIDGE INN. 


